Minutes of the 17" Annual Meeting of the Aur oville I nter national Association,
held in Ben Lomond, USA, California.

18 - 24 July 2002

Theme of themeeting: THE INTERNATIONAL ZONE

Present:

Members of AVI Centers and Liaisons:

Argentina: Anandi Fernendez

Canada: AuroMiraParks, Andrew Rettee;

France: Alain Grandcolas;

Germany. Wolfgang Schmidt-Reinecke, Friederike Werner;

Netherlands: Martin Schreurs;

Sweden: Evdine Praibsch;

UK: Martin Littlewood, Sonia Dyne;

USA: Bill Leon, Chandresh Patdl, Julian Lines, June Maher, Megan Thomas, Nilauro Markus,
Roger Tall;

Aurovilians: Bhavana, Guy, Hemut, 1la, Jll, Joan, Peter A., Sukrit, Tekeste, Tine, Renu;

Participants from the Sri Aurobindo Ashram: Dr. Ananda Reddy;

Other paticipants:

Aham Brack, Amrit Inamdar, Amrita Banerji, Andreavan de Loo, Andy Brooks, Aurdia
Walton, B Sullivan, Bankim Kadra, Bill Lathrop, Bryan Waton, Charles Hores, Congance,
Deborah Lawlor, Dietra, Dr. Ananda Reddy, Ed Giordano, Elenna Rubin Goodman, Ethen,
Markus-Brooks, Fanou Waton, Gentiane Brack, Hashi Grandcolas, Hiranya, Ida Cory, Isa
Prieto, Jack Alexander, Jarod Markus-Brooks, Jean Johnson, Jessica, John Robert Cornell,
Jonathan Bredow, Kadpana Patd, Karen Cornell, Kundan Singh, Luise Hansen, Manjou
Bonke, Mary Alexander, Michad Bonke, Mindy Tath, Mally Kurtz, Odette Brack, Paco
Prieto, Paula Murphy, Puja Markus-Brooks, Richard Lipschutz, Ree Brennin, Roshan Prieto,
Sly Waton, Sami Sunchild, Sampeat Sgjan, Savitra, Scott Leonard, Solell Lithman, Soonja
Kim, Sunny Lithmen, Taranti, ZackariaMours;



Friday July 19", 2002 Welcome!

On behdf of AVI-USA | would like to welcome you to the Auroville Internationa 2002
Conference a the Sequoia Seminar Center of Ben Lomond, CA. 1t ismo4t fitting that we
gather in such aspot. We have the big treesto ingpire big ideas. We have Mother Nature
al around usto ingpire our integra spirits and remind us of our inter- and inner-
connections to each other, to Auroville, and to the work of Si Aurobindo and Mother.

We have each other. And we have the Divine Spirit to work through us.

We will naturdly discuss many aspects of the ongoing work of Auroville, the AVI'sand
each other. Thethemefor this conference is "The Internationd Zone," and that topic will
get pecid atention. In ared way, this gathering isa" Temporary Internationd Zone," a
living community of Aurovilians by birth, rlocation, or ingpiration. Our hopeisthat we
can practice for aweek our highest idedls of cooperation and co-cregtion as we explore
inner and outer relms of the integral yoga and its manifestation in usand in Auroville

We have planned many opportunities for you to gether with friends, make new ones,
create, collaborate, network, become more involved, share your stories, learn from others,
rguvenate, and get inspired. We have made many efforts to accommodate the diversity
of interests, gods, and needs of the many participants. Please do not hestate to ask if
you need some specia assstance or want to offer your help in any way. We encourage
your input throughout the conference - participate in the sessons, volunteer, listen, and
meke good use of our time. Thisis our meeting, our community, and our opportunity to
make a contribution to Auroville. Y our participation iswhat will make this megting a
Success.

We could make alot of requests for specific undersandings, behaviors, and restraints, but we
dl know tha if wemeet in Their Light, it will come out right. When | wasin Auroville last
February and working in the Internationa Zone a the USA Pavilion ste, afriend brought a
quote by Mother that he had seen that day. It has proved very useful to me asadaly
reminder of the ease and joy of the sunlit path. Maybe it can inspire us & thistime.

Besmple.

Behappy.

Remain Quiet.

Do your work aswel asyou can.
Remain opento me.

Thisisdl | ask of you.

- The Mother
May your brief gay in this community that she has initiated be joyful and meaningful in

al ways and may we bask in the light of the Divine together here and wherever we
journey afterwards.



With lovefrom dl of usa AVI-USA,
Bill Leon

President,

Auroville Internationd USA
Programme:

Thursday evening, July 17,
Happy potluck dinner in some friend' s house with everybody who had dready arrived.

Friday, July 18
All day: The AVI Board meets a the Sequoia Seminar Center.

Evening: Dr. Ananda Reddy addresses the assembly on the theme of the Internationd Zone:
What role does the World have in the life of Auroville ? How do Aurovilians and those
outsde form one community ? Please check the following link:
http:/mww.aviusaorg/avi2002_main.html, and the actud articleis at:
http:/Mww.aviusa.org/avi2002 fri_keynotepdf,

Saturday, July 19

Fadlitators: Julian Lines and Bill Leon
Morning: Welcome, announcements, orientation for the day.

Beautifully prepared dide show of Chandresh and Vishnu with music as introduction.
Introduction of participants.

Guy’s dide show of abrand-new 15 min land fund video made by Steve (Cynergy), with
good recent photos and text, which can be used for intros on Auroville and other purposes as
well, followed by a PowerPoint presentation on the status of the land Stuation in Auroville,
and discussions. Afterwards, Guy showed a 5min. very recent DV D-video (made 12th of
June by Aurofilm), where Dr. Kireet Joshi talks about the land fund Situation in Auroville

Afternoon: Bhavana gave a presentation on her work with the Auroville Village Action
Group, underlining the on-going difficulty of integrating Auroville and the villages.

Michadl Bonke brought everyone up to date on progress a Matrimandir, a fascinating
report with dides.



Evening: Wolfgang introduces “ Influence of Integrd Y oga.on Western Thought” and
compared Ken Wilber and other philosopherswith Si Aurobindo. A lively discusson
followed. Please see the article on http:/AMww.aviusaorg/avi2002_main.html

To concdlude the day, the participants enjoyed a dance party with live music.

Sunday, July 20 ThelInternational Zone
Fadilitator: Megan Thomas

After announcements and orientation, we embarked on an aphabetica report on the satus of
the internationd pavilions from the attendees.

Africa

Report by Tekeste

Africahas played abig role in supporting theidea of Aurovillein'69. Hda Sdasseputitin
writing. Thereis powerful potentid. Tekeste showed a film made in Ethiopia Mother
endorsed Tekedte to be the African representative in Auroville. Information on the planned
AfricaHouse in the Internationa Zone.

Argentina by Anandi

Stressed the difficultiesin the work because Argentina belongs to the category of an
undeveloped country. Reports on the present financid criss. We are working on abook: "The
Wisdom of Si Aurobindo” in Spanish. Anandi gave talkson TV and has some atidles to

show from New Age magazines. In '94 the Argentineans got some workshops together for the
Pavilion to have afull continental Pavilion Snce the countriesin South America have 0

many thingsin common. If only put buildingswill be put in the 1Z, then firgt world countries
will have them only.

Canada by Andrew

AVI Canadain Quebec has been in existence for 30 years. In Ontario and the rest of Canada,
we arein asearch to find our nationd identity. France and England, our origind influenceis
now influenced by an internationd influx. One of the main idess for the Pavilion isto build
ahockey rink. We don't want an Americas Pavilion, but our own.

France by Alan

No one has taken respongbility for the Pavilion in France, but rather in Auroville. |
summarize areport from Serge and Claude. We laid the first foundation sone by an
indudtridigt; the French ambassador lay the 2nd stone two years later. The idea of the French
isnow to build up a European space. We hope to build up a French corner with alibrary and
video center. We have an office in Aurdec with acomputer and plan to organize cultura
programs, sudent exchanges and showing of films and televison. The sudy of the French
soul isnot yet part of the program.



Germany by Woalfgang and Friederike

At least 16 people for ten years have done in-depth research of the question “what is our
German soul”. We have the advantage of S Aurobindo's comments on the soul of Germany
and have benefited from the talks of Ananda Reddy in the past two years. Philosophy/idedism
and music on the one hand and engineering/perfection-in-matter-spirit on the other are part of
our heritage. So the pavilion should express both qudities. As the combining theme and
eement "wae™ cameto usin ameditation. So the concrete firg pavilion planswhich arelaid
downin a brochure and can be found on the AVI Germany website have an artidtic, esthetic
water concept asther focus and awater inditute astheir initid building stage. On August 15,
2001 we had an inauguration of our Ste and areception in Auroville.

India by Bankim

Bharat Nivas will be shifting offices out creating new spaces. Permanent exhibitions on India
were suggested. Asia Urbs created a new look in the Bharat Nivas campus. Auroville is not
very well knownin India | persondly fed that the group should reech out in Indiaand have
more activities. We can learn from the mistakes and successes of Bharat Nivas. It has been
under condruction and functioning for longer than the Matrimandir.

Netherlands by Martin

| can be very short because nothing much is hgppening yet, but discussions are just garting. In
last October we had a meeting about what to do, but we have not approached the genera
public. The strong feding was that we might not want a Dutch Pavilion per s, but cooperate,
for ingance, with the Belgians. (An objection from Guy drew laughter from the group).

Russa by Micheel

On February 214 the inauguration of the Russan Pavilion took place. For thefirst time an
offica statement by the Russian ambassador gave support for Auroville and the Pavilion. On
the physicd leve, not so much is happening right now, but funds are available from Dimitri
von Morenschildt who died last month at the age of 100. We are now seeking counterpartsin
Russato work with the Russansin Auroville. We have ro plans or architects yet, but that is
the step before us now.

Spain by Tinefor Alfonso
Alfonso has published abook "In Search of the Soul of Spain" which isextraordinary and
very much worth reeding. The work on the Pavilion in physca has not yet begun.

Sweden by Evdine

The Swedish center is very amdl. The Pavilion is not an issue that moves me very much.
When we hed the AVI meeting in Sweden, we tried to explore the nationd soul, which is very
hard to do in agloba community. | am ligening and waiting for inspiration. Whet | likeisthe
Unity Pavilion.

Tibet by Jlian



The Tibetan Pavilion is an ingpiration to us dl. Through the dedicated efforts of Claude Arpi,

it is nearly completed. When the US and Russa had a meeting on cooperating on awel in the
Internationa Zone, they met in the Pavilion of Tibetan Culture. 1t isthe only Pavilion, which
hed its cornerstone, laid by the head of sate, H.H. the Dda Lama. Tibet isthe only
government, which solves its mogt difficult problems by conauting an oracle. We have much
to learn from their spiritud science. Unfortunately, the congtruction has stopped for lack of
funds. Can't we network to find the $30,000 needed to complete it? Joan and Jll commented
on the contribution of the vigting doctor and the atmosphere of the New Y ear thousand light
mandaa

UK by Matin

Two prongs are happening, somein the UK and somein Auroville. We only just darted in the
UK and have put it on our agenda. There are some people who don't agree we need a Pavilion.
We benefited from Ananda Reddy giving us atak. Anne Gilbert has created a brochure and
made contacts with the British consulate.

USby Bill and Jll

We bdieve we are following Mather's intention by creating a nationd pavilion. We are
looking a activities and functions more than form. Looking in the "Agendd’, we read

Mother's characterization of our nationd soul and its dynamic youthful qudity of action. This
iswhat we wanted for the buildings and the activities. So the sudent guesthouse "the little
wide eyed open qudlity” could be manifest in the building itsdlf. The building could be used

as artigt groups and economic development groups, for exchange and community rather than a
museum. We brought an architect and an gpplied environmentd sciertist to AV is 2001 and
brought forty studentsin 2002 to create abuilding. It isnot JUST for USA students, but aso
for anyone who wants to come.

Unity Pavilion by JlI

A video hasjust been completed which will explan more. The Unity Pavilion will be opento
al AVI people to gather and meet and have an office when they come to Auroville. How can
we imaginatively share and celebrate what we have in common i.e.: snow around the world?
We could have internationa studies on World Peace and Human Unity. Russaand USA
mede donations for the Unity Pavilion.

* % %

We then had a pand discussion on the Internationd Zone with Helmut, Jll, Tekeste, Peter
and Ananda

Presentation by Helmut - living area - cite univerditaire. Biggest group are those who want to
participate, but don't know how. Emphasis on centers, Agora, Town Square, reflected in
"university campus' modd discussed by the Americans.

JII mentioned we have four zones, plus Peace Areaand Green Belt. Each country hasto go
through a processin 1Z group and the Deve opment Council.



Peter, in quest of the order of the Internationd Zone: How can we implement the free
grouping of nations Si Aurchindo mentions? Galaxy is vdid in putting out desper
cosmologicd dructures, an energy fied.

Action points:

Compilation of Si Aurobindo's writing on internationd zone.
Figure out what is rdevant to Auroville today

Nation soul based on past or future?

Sunday afternoon
Discussonin amdl groups

How do AVIs participate and what are their roles in the evalution and decison making in the
internationd zone.

How to indude dl players?

How do we best manage the development of the internationa zone with close communication
and callaboration with Auroville and other actors?

a build on successes

b. look a problems

Mechanisms

After ahdf hour discusson we returned with the following reports and suggestions:

#1 Taranti

Cregte a phone center for international communications
Fund delegates to meet face to face

Bring trainings to Auroville

#2 Paula

We had the sense that the time is NOW to move forward on the Internationa Zone.
Presence and commitment present makes a difference -i.e. Claude and Tibetan Pavilion
Strong presence outside can dso have an influence as with Germany.

Working with AV yidds new result: US Student Guest House

Opportunity for Growth

Grow out of your nationd karma

Lack of diversty of culturd groups Jews and Arabs
Aurovilians mugt have find say 127?

Expanding 1Z group to indude AVIs and villagers

#3 Andrew
US group and how it worked - saw it through from gtart to finish



Co-builders- US Modd on internationd scde
Bring nationd vison to Auroville, go to Auroville face to face

#4 Renu
Desgned together
Coallaboration with Ashram through Bharat Nivas

#5 Roger

Smplify, right job for right group

AV Rep key to feeding back and forth between the country and its Auroville counterparts,
Invite ashram participation and hold seminars on Si Aurobindo’s and Mother'singghts.

#oMally

Momentum

Deve opment group working together
Tamil housing aneed

#7 Guy

Decigornmaking process afocus
- AVI Centers

- AV Nationd group

Need a dose collaboration, illugrated by aflow chart.

Current decison-making process
PLUS
IZ group's new orientation with their consent

* *x %

Our next sesson was an overview of the impact of water reported on by Jil. Admitting her
“amateur” gatus, Jil was drawn to the issue from her experience in moving the American

Pavilion project forward and trying to resolve best strategy for getting water to the building
Ste and supplying it in the future.

It isavery wide subject touching many aress. The current Water Service has been dissolved,
cregting a difficult Stuation. She cited afew responsesto her questionnaire and essayson
water including anearly interview with Roger and some health and the suggestion to form an
Advisory Board. Thewell a the vistor's center may aso help serve the Internationd Zone.

Ed responded with a number an indghts based on his earlier undergtanding of the dynamics of
the Auroville weter table. He suggested we should put awell on the other Sde of the I Z. It is
one of the richest areas for water.



Asaddightful bonusto our day, we saw excdlent videos on the Unity Pavilion and one from
the students from the Unversity of Washington who worked on the US sudent dorm. This

video has a bonus ending which has to been seen.

* k%

We then had some dynamic programming, breeking off into a number of various subject
groups including more on water and a discussion of the nation-soul.

* k%

Our evening sesson congsted of Savitras songs from the early years. He invoked the specia

fedings of the early days and his relationship with the children. His songs were evocative and
well received.

Paulafollowed with alovely collection of sories aout ajourney to Tibet combining both
soriesread from adiary and recited from memory.

The tdent show continued with essays and poetry from Amrit Imandar, who served asa

secretary to Rabindranath Tagore and told stories about the relationship between S
Aurobindo and Tagore. He aso read from his origind poems

Chandresh followed with afew of his origind poems, some of which have been previoudy
published on the internet.

The very long and wonderful day ended with a cgpdlarendition of an origind song by
Taranti, a persond antiwar song about a young friend who was sent to war a age deven and
died, dedicated to the mothers of Iran and Irag.

Monday, July 22" Excursion Day

Morning: Megan Thomeas fadilitated a Cansensus Decison Making Workshaop.
Unresolved topics, which were discussed on Saturday and Sunday, were again being
looked at and used as materid for this workshop.

The assembly broke into different groups for the excursion.

One group visted the Monterey Bay Aquarium with its unique marine and coastdl
habitats, followed by awalk into the gigantic redwood forest.

The second group heeded sraight into the Henry Cowell Nationd Redwoods Park for a
long walk. After 3 pm, the groups drove to Santa Cruz to the beach.

Evening programme:

A native Indian shared songs and ndive Indian music with us. The programme reads. We
have just spent al day exploring the land, which has been home to the Ohlone Indians for



over 10,000 years. Ohlone Elder Patrick Orozco joins usto share the sory of his people
and their culture.

Amrita Banerji continued the evening with chants and devotional music from India

Tuesday, 239 Thework of Auroville International
Fadilitator: Bill Leon

Amrita sarted the day with singing bhgans together. She was leading with her beautiful
voice and playing the harmonium.

AVI Board report
Following are the AV board members. In France 2003 new dections will be held.

1 Chair: Wolfgang (AVI Germany)

2 Vice Char: dulian (AVI USA)

3 Secretary: Matin Littlewood (AVI UK)

4 Treasurer: Alain (Aurovilleand AVI France)
5 Internationd Secretary: Tine (Auroville)

other members

Alfonso (AVI Spain)

Sonia Dyne (AVI UK)
Chandresh Patel (AVI USA)
Eveine (AVI Swveden)

10 Friederike (AVI Germany)
11 Harriede Koning (AVI NL)

© oo~NO

Coopted members.
12 Bill Leon (AVI USA)
13 Satyakam (AVI France)

Honorary members
Mia (AVI Netherlands) and Mauna (Auroville) remain AVI board members emeritus and
areinvited to join our megting whenever possble.

10



1. Hnancesby Alan:

There are 8 centers and 12 liaisons.

The centers and liaisons are each contributing according to their size. It was wished that
some contribution, not necessarily money, has to come annudly from the liaisonsin
order to link the energy in whatever form with our AVI work.

Amrit Imandar announced a donation of $1000 for next year's AVI meeting in Auroville.

Auroville is covering most of the expenses for our Auroville secretary Tine in giving her
amaintenance and covering gpprox. haf of AVI’s monthly office expenses.

Following decisions were endorsed by the generd assembly:

?? 500 Eurcsto Tineto hep her with the establishment of her telegphoneline to
Aurogreen for aterm of office of three years. In case she should step back from
her office after only one year she should reimburse 300 Euros.

?? AVI wantsto open an Internationa Zone account, which would help the 1Z group
to cover the running expenses of 1Z group work and agreed to donate an amount
of 300 Euros for that purpose.

?? To Auroville Today, an amount of Rs. 6000 was given for the yearly expensesto
mail AV Today monthly to the AVI centers around the world.

2. Report on the onrgoing gpplication for NGO-gtatus at the UN by Wolfgang

The firg gpplication has been rgected because we have not sufficiently propagated in our
work the idea of the UN. Before gpplying again we have to include the UN in our work.
Bill has accepted to collect information from UN papers and hand out a concise verson
to Auroville and AVIsthat they could indude in their newdetters, websites and such.
Ananda offered to establish a contact with a high-ranking Indian UN officid. Bhavana
brought up the idea of credting "sgter dities’ with the Tamil villages in and around
Auroville. Bhavana sressed thet it would have nothing directly to do with money but

with linking people. Donations will il go into the Micro Project Fund and be didtributed
according to need as seen by VAG. Details are il to be worked out.

3. Walfgang reported about AVI-liason Russathat Dimitry has officidly resgned and
that he will write him aletter to Sate the acceptance of his resgnation and thank him for
his past work.

4. Megting Place 2003;

The recommendetion was given by the Generd Assambly to hold amesting in January /
February in Auroville for concentrated International Zone matters and a summer mesting
in France for more internd AVI affairs.

1



Note: The AVI medting in Aurovilleis now fixed for February 1 — 4, 2003, to be hdd in
Verite The AVI medting in France will be June 10 — 14, 2003, near Paris. For further
informetion, please emal <avi@aurovilleorg.in>

5. Extended Internationd Zone Group Proposd:

After lengthy discussion, the Generd Assembly came to consensus to present the
following document on the Extended International Zone Group. The document inits
entirety is copied here and will be discussed in the 1Z in Auroville

Extended I nternational Zone Group Proposal

Thereisaclear need for active and equa participation of the Pavilion Groups of the AVI
centers in the planning and development of the Internationd Zone.

Since the Internationa Zone, as envisaged by The Mother, is a zone for direct interaction
between Auroville and the world, a dose participation of dl groups involved in the redization
of the Internationd Zoneis essantid to progressvealy manifest Auroville sided of an actud

humen unity.

Severd AVI centers expressed during the AVI 2002 meeting the wish to improve the lines of
communication and decison-making between the Pavilion Groups of the AV| centers and the

Pavilion Groupsin Auroville, induding the Unity Pavilion Group, and the Interndiond Zone
Group.

In this context, the AVI 2002 Generd Assambly decided, by consensus, to submit the
folowing proposd to the presant Interndtiond Zone Group: to extend this group with the

following additiond participants
1. A representative of each Pavilion Group of the AVI centers.
2. A representative(s) of Bharatipuram, which islocated in the International Zone,
3. Whenever required, a representative of an ad-hoc committee of consultants.

This Extended Internationd Zone Group should be seen as a condructive, enabling force,
which wants to actively support and participate in the development of the International Zone.

In order to achieve this objective, it was fdt that there should be one yearlly faceto-face

meeting, induding onein Auroville every 2 years

We propose atrid period of sx months extended to one year after review by the Extended
Internationa Zone Group.

Recommenddtions

?? Tem of office for the members of the Extended Internationd Zone Group: a

period of 3 yearswith the posshility for resdection.



?? Enhance access to information and improve communication on the Internaiond
Zone within and without Auroville.

?? If the need is fdt by the Extended Internationd Zone Group, a core group could
be crested composed of a sdection of members of the Extended Internationd
Zone Group.

?? Encourage the paticipation of under-represented continents in Auroville such as
Africa, Ada, Centrd and South Americaas wel as aborigind cultures.

?? Encourage dl new Pavilion Groups dther in Auroville or in ther ndive country

to foom patne groups The Extended Internationd Zone Group will  offer
assigtance to such endeavors.

Tasks:

?? Ananda Reddy has offered to facilitate the compilation of a document from the
writings of Mother and Si Aurobindo on the naion soul before Feb 21, 2003.
Thisinformation will be disseminated to the AV community.

?? Hdp resolve the issue of water in the Internationd Zone as one of the firg
prioritiesin terms of infragtructure development.

?? Conlidate the remaning land in the Internationd Zone by purchasng the
remaining 5 acres at an etimated cost of $25,000.

?? Edablish the Extended Internationa Zone Group office in the Tibetan Pavilion
and, with the support from the AVI Centers, provide a regular monthly budget for
the office.

?? Indude the vdue of the land and the maintenance cost of the pavilions in the
budget of the future pavilions

?? As pe the request of the Argentina Liaison Office, find representatives for South
Americain Auroville

?? Invite and encourage paticipaion from the Si Aurobindo Adram in the
activities of the Bharat Nivas Pavilion.

6. AVI Center’ s Report.

AVI Canada: Quebec antenna report for the year 2002

Dear friends and members of AVI,

We regret the Quebec antennalis absent for your gathering but we accompany you in our
thoughts. | persondly went 3 timesin Cdiforniaand redly enjoyed it,it's a great place
and in that yogas family | redly missmy American’sfriends.

In Canada, this year has seen the launch of our firg officid internd divison with the

province of Ontario and we hope it's the beginning of awider participation from English
Canada.
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We succeaded to print 2 bulletins for ours friends and members with a publication of 150
copies eech. Our membership is under 20 members and our financid Stuation is dways

precarious. We sold 50 Aurovilleés caendars and musica CD'sby Aurovillian artist Joy.
Two artists from Montred gave an artwork to support Art for Land.

Two of our members plus two members of the board, induding mysdlf enjoyed afirst
day in Auroville lagt winter. It has been the occasion for meeting some good folks there
and develop amore redidtic goproach about the work for Auroville. We thank the
Foundation for World Education for agrant thet enabled Suzane Langloisto give art
workshops in Auroville schools.

We ds0 atended some meetings including those for the Internationa Zone and we held a
firg "higoricd" mesting with the Canadiansliving in AV. This step comes within our
effort to find some light and cue to make the Canadian Pavilion's progress. About that
topic we renew our intention to be part of it and you must understand thet our effort is
only limited by the human resources avallable: our board, as many of you, is made of
volunteer work and comes after the reponghility of our familiesand jobs. We arerich

in ideas and projects but our actud priority is il limited to maintain the Canadian
lighthouse open and relay information about AV. For the future | would like to hear more
from Canadians_ from governments, culturd and financids levels _about a participation
inAV'sided. A lot has to be done and patience is the mother of virtue.

Some membersof our board completed their firg 2-year mandate and are willing to
\r/?/r:—:‘e\v,\\//illlt.rdd our annuad meeting in Augug, followed by an open evening for vigtorsto
See some videos from our vist to AV.

We maintain our interest in hosting an AVI mesting for the coming yesr.

We wish you a great and congructive gathering.

Claude Daviault,
Presdent AVI Canada and on behdf of Quebec's Antenna

July 2002

* x ok
2001-2002 AVI annual report from Canada-Ontario
Presented by Andrew and AuroMira
1. December Fair in Toronto. Sdes of AV products
2. Legd regidration of AVI-C0

3. May conference with Janet Fearn and Marta Mendez as speskers.
4. Future projects. file in pgpersfor our non-profit number.
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5. Dondtions: gpprox. 500 $ CDN to schoolsin AV (Andre's project)
6. Sent cleaning product (vacuum cleaner) to the Matrimandir for the carpet.

Love,

Caherine

* % %

Report of AVI Germany 2001 — 2002
presented by Wolfgang and Friederike

Active German Pavilion Group. 15- 8-2001 was the date of the consecration ceremony
at the supposed ste of the future German pavilionin 1Z. A lesflet in English and German
isjust now being published about our pavilion concept and presently workshops with
architects, artigs and designers are going on (in Germany).

Grant appeal to German Ministry for Development improved and submitted.
Apped in close cooperation with AVI Germany’ s sster charity VFAVR (Organization
for the development of the AV region). More than one year we (AV1 Germany and Karin
from Village Action) were preparing, improving and correcting this “ magterpiece’.
Budget around 150.000, - EUR

New pressreeasesin regard to AV and Integral Yogain Germany. One of these
articles (from Wolfgang) is supposed to be published in Russain winter 2002/2003.

German Civil Servicein AV workswel after someinitial difficulties. Presently there
are 9x jobs occupied.

Seed money for an “Integral Foundation”, dealing also with Integral Yogain
Germany, isannounced. Initiative by Wolfgang and others.

Introduction toursto AV by AVI Germany in 2001 and 2002. 2001 was the firs tour
destined mainly for parents with children. Since 2002 tours are organized in close
cooperation with a German travel agency. Presently about 3-4 introduction toursto AV
offered per year.

Devedopment and enlargement of AVI Germany’ s website www.de.auroville-
internationd.org

Exhibition dealing with AV / Asa Urbs prepared in Berlin. Together with UN office

in Garmany and the Indian Embassy in Berlin. First dass exhibition space on the ground
of the German Foreign Minigtry. Exhibition scheduled for gpprox. September 2002,
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Founding of a Sri Aurobindo (Auroville) Center in Berlin in June 2001. Snce May
2002, AVI Germany isin charge of aflat, providing seminar and meditation space.
Events like talks, video films, workshops, meditations offered by Aurovilians and “like-
minded people.” Place for aout 20 participants.

M ember ship and donation flow was decreasing last year. Why? Maybe because AV is
growing and becomes more “officid” (grants from EU etc). Maybe its projects are no

more so “tangible’ and transparent? Matrimandir, formerly amgor recipient of

donations, was decreasing alot (probably due to undear conditions). Land donationson

the other hand were increasing.

Facts and figur es. We have about 300 paying members/friends
Budget 2001/02 was about 100.000, - EURO

AVI SPAIN
ANNUAL REPORT 2001-2002
Presented by Tine

Dear friends,

It seems the desert arivesin AVI Spain and we need a very useful bresth to go on.
Between July 2001 and June 2002 not red movement is done in our center.

Many externd reasons can be explained, truth have no reasons but facts.

Here comes a amadl report of our made, in aparticular point of view.

In our meeting in autumn the members of anew board were dected but the direction line
remans.

Two projects for Auroville haven't been accepted:

Thefirg one was an additiond project to the Modd Town, but the Pamplona City
Council doesn't accept it because they fed the Mode Town isfor Auroville and the
Aurovilians and not for Tamil devel opment.

The second one was for some financid minicredits for textile and milky coops, but the
Government of Navarra doesn't accept it. We fed in one part many new NGOs are going
oninavery professond way, but aso because where there is money, many bugs come
around to take a part. Also we fed much projects are accepted for Chrigtian and South-
American NGOs, but it ssams a palitical decison.

For this year we haven't any project, because:

Asyou know Assumpta, one of our better contact for projectsin Auroville, hasleft us.
Also, Josevaand Anandi are involved in the work for Asan Urbs and they have no time
or energy for send us any project asthey did before, s0...
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The economy in AVI Spain touched down in the beginning of 2002, o dl together, we
resolve the finances with our own pocket and we are in a surviving situation. We would
liketo send to AV treasury the same contribution we did lagt year, we hope we will do it.

In the winter-spring's meeting some ideas came out, but it wasn't enough energy to get a
hest:

One of our members had asmadl contact with Federico Mayor Zaragoza with the
possihility to be continued. Theideato ask him for help with the possibility to build the
Spanish pavilion was abandoned.

It was proposed to ask the Embassy of India through the Secretary of Auroville to send a
letter to the Government of Navarra and Pamplona City Council to explain how useful

arether donations for the development of Tamil people around Auroville It maybe this
ummer, in the next trip of some members of AVI Spain to Aurovilleit will be discussed

there.
One of our members wants to create an Auroville Spanish web, but he hasn't done it yet.
And soon...

Fortunately we keep the web domain “aurovillenet”, and we trandferred it to the AV web
master

15th May, in the Universty of Lleda (near Barcelona) an Auroville audiovisud
conference was done with our success. At the same time, at the same Universty, in the
next floor an Internationa Amnesty conference talking about Paegtine was done.

A member of AVI Spain in collaboration with Centro Si Aurobindo of Barcdonamade
the Cataonian language corrections for the second edition of the book one of SAVITRI.
It was published last May.

A smdl article aout Auroville for the magazine of Centro Si Aurobindo Barcdonawas
sent. It will be published in July or August.

With pity and sorrow, nobody from AVI Spain will be able to come to the AVI mesting
in Cdifornia Many of uswill be present there with our am and love, 0 keep us placed
besde you and give us anew bregth for a growth in the present Stuation.

Love OM, Alfonso and dl of AVI Spain

* * %

17



AUROVILLE INTERNATIONAL FRANCE 2001/2002
Presented by Alain
1. Locd
Due to financid congraints, the shop/cum exhibition/cum meeting place has been dosed
last year in July and we have recently opened a new place which we share with another
organization, “Amitié Franco-Indienne’ (Indo-French Friendship), in which we have the
exdusive use of an office cum exhibition and we share awide meeting room with 100
chairs.
The cost of renting these premisesis limited to 300 Euros, i.e. threetimes less.
Attendance is planned every Saturday.

2. Public functions

a In April, we had agand in thefair “Vivre & Travailler Autrement” (to live and work
otherwise). It isthe main fair with an ecologica and halistic gpproach. We are rather
happy with the various contacts. More than 50 people have joined our mailing list.

b. One full day inthe “Mason del’'Inde’, alarge guesthouse for sudentsin the “Cité
Univergtare’ in which we find severd other nationd pavilions. We had an exhibition
cum sdles of books/incense induding a conference on Auroville by Croguette. More than
50 people attended.

3. Information on Auroville

Our website is more and more consulted and we receive an average of two e-malls per
week from people asking some informetion.

We have about 800 names on our address book, 350 names of people interested and 80
people who have contributed 40 Euros to become amember of our association and
receive our bulletin (once this yesr).

4. Organization

The French asocidion isalegd charitable trust with 12 board members, out of which 4
members form the executive bodly:

- chairman: Croquette,

- vice-charman: Dominique Darr,

- generd secretary: Satyakam,

- treasurer: Jean-Pierre Fredet

The organization of the association is performed by a st d active members, which have
each a specific reponghility to assume. Presently, 16 active members are listed.
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5. Donations

Donations, as wel as membership contributions, dlow atax deduction of 50% of the
amount donated.

Donaionsto Aurovillein 2001:

- land: 1750 Euros

- marimandir: 800 Euros

- resdence for education: 1600 Euros

- dentd centre: 1600 Euros

- Dakdi: 1250 Buros

- Danama 600 Euros

- Wl for dimbing: 850 Euros

TOTAL: 8450 Eurcs

AUROVILLE INTERNATIONAL The NETHERLANDS 2001-2002

Presented by Martin Schreurs

Content:

- News of the board.

- Survey of activities

- Other ongoing activities last year
- Fnancid review

Newsfrom the AVI -NL board

Current board members

- Jannet Klingenberg (chairman)
- Wim de Jong (secretary)

- Harrie de Koning (treasurer)

- MiaBerden

- Kamiel van Heeswijk (editor)
- Jan Lohman

-Ndli de Steur

This year the board met 8 times. Board members met dso on other occasions.

Changes.

% In the membership of the association Auroville International Nederland, the
subscription of the Dutch magazine Auroville Internationdl Nederland has been
included garting from the calendar-year 2002.

%5 Jan Lohman has handed over the editorship of the Dutch AVI-NL magazine to the
new board member Kamid van Heeswijk; he has vidted Auroville in the early days.
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Jan days active astrandator of articles from English into Dutch and remains
representative of the Aurofonds in the Netherlands.
& Mia Berden has handed over the treasurer ship to Harrie de Koning.

bankrelatie: Postbank reknr. 805707, Auroville Int Ned, Generaal Knooplaan 85, 5623 MV
Eindhoven

secretariaat: Zuideinde 14b 2421 AH Nieuwkoop Td. +31 (0)172 57 99 90 - e-mail:
avinl@wolmail.nl

Website: www.nl.auroville-internationd.org

AVl SWEDEN

Report 2001/2002

Presented by Eveline Preibsch

The ladt few yearsthe activity of the Swedish center has mainly been focused on keeping
information avallable to people interested in knowing about Auroville and giving adviceto

people wanting to vist Auroville

There are about 20 people in touch with the center as members or friends donating
regularly to mainly Village Action Work.
Thelagt years Staffan and Eveline have run the center.

In May we had a meeting in the South of Sweden with some people that have spent time
in Auroville recently and are dedicated to the Aurovilian cause. And there wasagood
feding of making it a”tradition” in the future to gether with the people in the South for a
mutud sharing around Auroville. So that was a positive spark for our commitment to the
AVI-work and will maybe find afew more who want to be part of the work.

Also thelast year there has been an increase of people contacting us who want to vigt
Auroville

The webste will be improved with some more informationd texts that have been
trandated into Swedish by the Swedish Aurovilians (Jaya and Felix).

Asthe center doesn't generate any money our participation at the AVI-megtingsis paid
with our persond money and this year Staffan has unfortunately not been able to come
due to the expenses just to get to Cdlifornia. He sends his greetings to everyone.

* * %



Auroville International UK
Report for 2002
Presented by Martin Littlewood

Introduction to AVI UK

M ember ship
AVI UK invites anyone interested in its work, and in the work of Auroville, to becomea

member. Thereisadiding scale of subscriptions, such that members can contribute
according to their own wishes. For this contribution, members receive a b-annua newdetter
and an invitation to meetings. AVI UK dso offers a specid rate for the “ Auroville Today”
megazine dong with its own membership.

Providing I nformation about Auroville

AVI UK provides information about Auroville and gives help and advice for those
wishing to vist or to live there permanently. We provide ass stance regarding guest
fadilities, working in the community, visas, and traveling arrangements, joining the
community and about the work of S Aurobindo and the Mother. We carry arange of
information lesflets, brochures, and videos and can obtain detailed information on most
projects and activitiesin Auroville. Membersof AVI UK vigt Auroville regularly and
we try to have the latest information available.

AVI UK publishesa newdetter for its memberstwice ayear, giving up to date
information about various activities and projectsin Auroville, particularly those that we
are presently supporting. We dso give information about activitiesin the UK, such as
meetings and lectures. Membersof AVI UK are often invited to give lectures by
universties and organizations having Smilar interests.

Providing Assstance to Auroville and Aurovilians

AVI UK helpsto provide alink between members of the community of Auroville and the
UK. Wearein dose contact with Auroville by means of e-mail. We provide assstance
with obtaining information and materids from the UK, liaiang with UK organizations,

on behdf of Auroville, and providing expertise where this is not avallable from within
the community.

M eetings

AVI UK holdstwo genera meetings held each year, and committee meetings
aoproximately every two months. Genera meetings are announced in the newdetter and
we invite anyoneinterested in Auroville to atend. Often at these events we have the
chance to see the latest video from Auroville, or dides taken by one of our members
during arecent vidt. At these meetings we dso invite any vidting Aurovilian to come
and participate. In the lagt year, Alan, Tim, Joss and Anita have attended our meetings
and given presentations on different aspects of Auroville.
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Projects

AVI UK supports projects in the Auroville and the bioregion. Projects are implemented, in
partnership with Auroville. Projects are supported in areas including Education, Environment,
and Community Development.

Fund Raisng

The organization applies for funds from funding agencies such asthe EC, Nationd Lotteries

DHD (British Government Funding) and private trusts, for work being carried out in the

Auroville bioregion. Donations are a0 recaived from individuals and organizations, which

are usad to support a number of projectsin Auroville. Being aregistered charity gives usthe
benefit of being able to recover tax from donations made by UK taxpayers. Individuds may

make donations desgnated for specific projects.

AVI UK supports New Creation School on a regular bass — through regular donations
from individuds, ensuring continuity of funding.

AurovilleInternational UK Committee Members:
Cardline Davies - Chairperson and Trustee

Forrest Corkery - Treasurer

Martin Littlewood — Secretary and Projects Coordinator.
Dick Batstone - Vice Chairman and Trustee
Shirishbhal Patd - Trusee

SoniaDyne - Trustee

Pat Kaye - Trustee

David Widdicombe- Trustee

Angiras Auro

AuramaAuro

Michad Tait - Trustee (Auroville)

Auroville International UK News
Development Projects

Since June 1997, AVI UK has been working steadily to increase its involvement in
upporting devd opment projects in Auroville, and to seek funds from organizations such
as the European Community and DHD (UK Government Funding). Martin Littlewood
has been working part time for the organization writing projects in association with
Auroville. Our retained consultant Greta Jensen, who has helped us prepare project
goplicationsto the EC, Nationd Lotteriesand DFID, hasaso asssted us. Projects are
being developed in areas of Education, Environment, Tropica Forests, Communication
and Community Development. Two projects are now in progress in Auroville funded by
the EC. The Auroville Y outh Education and Training Project and The Restoration of the
Tropica Dry Evergreen Forest (TDEF) - Coromandd Coast, South India (See report
below).

Gateway Project

Ulli, an Aurovilian, made a subgtantia private conation of company sharesto Auroville
viaAVI UK, which have been sold, and the proceeds held by usfor the benefit of
projectsin Auroville. The donor requested that the proceeds from their sde are to be used



for Education, Community Development and Communication projects in Auroville
These projects are nearing completion, with only one mgor project dill remaining — that
of the Multi-media Centre, adjacent to the Town Hal in Auroville.

Presentations

We made a presentation on Sri Aurcbindo and Auroville & the annud HinduY outh
Fegtivd in July lagt year, aweek-long festiva in London, amed a young people. We hed
atable a the fedtivd and digolayed Auroville legflets and brochures, and made a 10-
minute PowerPoint presentation.

We have recently hosted Dr Ananda Reddy who gave lectures a four locationsin the UK,
with topics such as“All lifeis Yogd', and “Human Unity from a Spiritua Pergpective’. At
one location, we dso gave a dide presentation on Auroville. To follow this up, weintend to
do asiesof lecturesat Sri Aurobindo centersin London and dsewherein the UK.
During Ananda Reddy’ s recent talks we have managed to contact a number more people —
mainly those connected with the various Si Aurobindo centersin and around London. We
intend to keep up and expand this contact.

Projects Supported by AVI UK
Auroville Youth Education and Training Project

This project isajoint venture betwean four schoolsin Auroville under the umbrdla of
AVAG and SAIIER:

[laignarkal School The project provides new school buildings, desperately needed for
the schodl'swork. These buildings are dready in use, and the project continues to pay
for equipment and running costs.

Isai Ambalam School The project expands the work of the School, and develops new and
innovative education methods for use in Government schoolsin the region.

Life Education Centre The projects supports the work done at LEC with vocationd
training for village girls from disadvantaged backgrounds

New Creation School The project is providing vocaiond training fadilities. Two
training workshops (for Electrical and Woodwork) are now in operation — these were
opened in February this year, and the other two (for tailoring and metalwork) are to open
00N,

The project, worth gpproximately 180,000 has been accepted by the EC for co-funding
(50%), and started in February last year. The project is now haf way through its second
year (of three). Our firg annud report on the project involved much work, both by
project holdersin Auroville, but dso by AVI UK and our Consultant, Greta Jensen. The
Subgtantia work was done in order to present a good impression for future projects, and
to set amodd for future reports. The report was accepted by the EC without comment.

The Restoration of the Tropical Dry Evergreen Forest (TDEF) - Coromandd Coadt,
South India

Thisisan integrated project to document and restore portions of the tropica dry

evergreen forest (TDEF) of the Coromande Coast (an area which includes the Auroville




bioregion) and develop management structures to maintain them using a Shared Forest
Management, aming to reverse the degradation of the TDEF in the region.

The Kduvdi Tank Bioregion on the Coromandd Coast of South India coversatriangle
between Pondicherry, Marakannam and Tindivanam. The indigenous vegetation of the
area extending in a coagtd bet from Ramanathgpuram in the south of Tamil Nadu to
Visakhgpatanam in Andra Pradesh isknown as Tropical Dry Evergreen Forest
(TDEF). Thisforest typeisfound only in South Indiaand Si Lankaand provides arare
biologicd richness dueto its very high species abundance but it is now close to extinction
asonly 0.01% survives. Only afew isolated fragments of TDEF exist and many species
of trees, shrubs and lianas are on the verge of extinction. The bioregion ishometo at least
735 vegetative speciesinduding 400 plants thet have medicind properties many of which
have been used for centuries by traditiond practitioners.

Part of this project has dready been funded by DFID (British Government oversees
funding) and this part of the project isin progress. The remainder was submitted by AVI
UK to the EC under the Tropicd Farest budget line. Thetotd project has a vaue of
goproximately 290,000.

The project was accepted by the Europeen Commisson for funding in 1998, but was
delayed for dmogt 4 years before it findly became a contract. The project findly darted
in January this year, and is being managed by ateam headed by Joss & Pitchandikulam.

New Project
AVI UK is presently putting together a new project for funding by the British Government
(DHD). Themain paticipant in Aurovilleis Village Action. The project is entitled “ Postive
Action and Change through Awareness, Democracy and Communication”, and isbeing
requested from the DFID Civil Society Chdlenge Fund. The project intends to address
problems of injudtice, inequdity, corruption and discrimination within the villagesin the
Auroville region, by means of activities such as avareness railsng, community building,
seminars, workshops and working with women's and men'sdubs. Thisis an expangon of
exiging work being carried out by Village Action.

Small Projects

In recent years, AVI UK has sought smdl projects, which have needed smal amounts of
funding, which have been difficult to get from other sources, yet make abig impact on
these areas of work. Two projects, which have recently benefited are Discipline Farm,
for which AVI UK paid for asprinkler system, and Naturelement, Auroville Food
Processing, where seed money was provided to re-locate the food-processing unit from
Bharat Nivasto the Indudrid Zone.

NEW ADDRESS
AVI UK has anew address (Martin has moved houss!):

30 The Green
Surlingham
Norwich
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Norfolk
NR14 7AG

Td: 01508 538300
Fax: 01508 537122
e-mal: matin@aviuk.org

Auroville International USA Annual Report 2002
Here arejust some of the highlights:

All'in Awe of AVIUSA Board
The Auroville International Board has been meeting regularly viateleconference
thisyear. It eadly comes to consensus decisons, and works very well with its
full-time paid Executive Director. The coordination of the AVI2002 meeting hes
pulled the AVI Board together in awell-synchronized body of good-willing
volunteers.

AVIUSA Hosts Auroville International 2002 Conference
In the last few months, AVIUSA has been working hard to organize this year’s
Auroville Internationd Conference. Nilauro Markus has been the principd
coordinator, and each member of the Board has taken on individua
respongbilities to make it happen in a smooth and harmonious way. We sncerdy
hope you enjoy yourselves here. Thisis conferenceisfor dl of us, and your
energy iswha will meke it amemorable one. We d like to thank the Foundation
for World Education for a generous grant to supplement AVIUSA’ s subsidies and
scholarshipsfor this conference. More at:
http:/AMww.aviusa.orgcaendar_avi2002.html

USA Pavilion SproutsFirst Building in Americas Area of International Zone
A Sudent Guest Housg, the first building of the USA Pavilion, isbuilt in
Aurovillewith the ad of finances raised through the tremendoudy successful
Mahdakshmi Matching program, and with the collaborative energies of the
Universty of Washington, the AVIUSA Board, and Aurovilleitsdf. The manner
in which this building was built is amilestone in Aurovill€ s congruction higory,
and was an experimentd learning experience for dl those who participated.
AVIUSA aso donated dmost $20,000 of USA Pavilion funds to the congtruction
of the Unity Pavilion. More: http:/AMww.aviusaorg/projects_usgpavilion.html

Ground-breaking Financial Strategies

Mahalakshmi at Play in 2001, “ Threefor One’ Matching Program
AVIUSA worked together with an anonymous donor to cregte an innovative
metching program, in which $300,000 was raised for three projectsin Auroville
The Land Fund, the Matrimandir Inner Skin, and the USA Pavilion projects each
received $100,000 through this program. More at:
http:/Avww.aviusa.org/donations metching.html
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Internet Increases Financial Trangparency

AVIUSA'’ s books have now been with a Certified Public Accountant for 3 years.
Their financid profile, Nonprofit 990 forms that were filed with the Governmernt,
and tax exemption letters from the Government are dl available through the new
AVIUSA webste at: hitp:/Awww.aviusa.org/about_financidshtml

AVIUSA Lowers Deduction Rate from /10" to 1/12t"

Instead of the 10% that was previoudy deducted from donationsfor AVIUSA’s
operating expenses, the nonprofit reduced thet rate to /12", or 8.33%, to be more
in line with the 12 agpects of the Mather. Asdways, AVIUSA does not take any
deductions from donations mede to the Matrimandir.

Credit Card Donations Now Possible

Auroville Internationd USA has entered to Credit Card world. Besides now
having a business card for online ticket purchases and other operating expenses,
AVIUSA can now accept credit card donations at conferences, online, over the
phone or through the mail. More &:
http:/Mmww.aviusa.org/donations_donatenow.html

Communication Boost

New Website: The new AVIUSA website now answers most of the questions
people have about AVIUSA itsdf, and gives them a chance to see our financid
profile, currently supported projects, make donations etc. More &:
http:/AMww.aviusa.org

Evolve Newsdletter: Auroville Internationd USA has sarted publishing the
Evolve Newdetter on amore regular basis. This newdetter reaches about 1200
people in the USA and 50 oversees. These newdetters are available online &:
http:/AMww.aviusa.org/resources evolvehtml

Office Enters Computer Age: Nilauro, AVIUSA’s new Executive Director has
upgraded the office’ s computer hardware twice, and automated many tasks such
as creating donation acknowledgement letters. The new, faster communication
has increased donor confidence.

Executive Director - consdering renewing term at end of this yeer.

Regular Teleconferences keep Board in Touch: The AVIUSA board now meets
every two months via teleconference, and twice ayear in person. Thishelpsthe
Board actively explore new horizonsfor AVIUSA. Moreinfo on the Board is a:
http:/Avww.aviusaorg/about_board.html

Integral Yoga Outreach
Auroville Internationd USA hed a“freetable’ a thelast All USA Mesting
(AUM 2001), & which people could pick up free informetion on Auroville. Some
interpreted Auroville' s “free table’” sgn literdly, and took thet too. At that
meseting, it was decided to create the M er ge-Pur ge project. Integra Y oga centers
around the country could pool their address ligs, and a newdetter outlining every
I'Y center in the USA was sent to those contacts. This gave everyone a chance to
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know what is going on, and a chance to get involved with other centers that they
may nat have known about. The FWE funded this project, and AVIUSA donated
about 100 hours towardsiits coordination and implementation.

Futur e Outlook

If Auroville Internationa USA is able to continue employing its Executive
Director, it may be able to embark on some of the following:

Y outh Empower ment: Nilauro isinterested in empowering Auroville syouth,
encouraging them to become more active members of the community by offering
them internships and gpprenticeships both in Auroville and in the USA.

Aurohost: AVIUSA would like to collaborate with Auroville Internationd and
Integral Y aga centers, as well as with Aurovilians and friends of Auroville around
the world to create atraveler’ s network caled Aurohost. The Foundation for
World Education is interested in helping fund this

University Exchange: AVIUSA would like to follow Bill Leon’s example by
creating more exchange programs through which professonas and students could
go to Auroville, and through which Auroville youth could come to the States

Professonal Fundraising: Nilauro Markus could be trained as afundraiser, and
gpproach Foundations and individuads for certain projectsin Auroville.

Enjoy the conferencel
Nilauro Mar kus, Executive Director, Auroville Internationd USA

* % %

£, AVI liaison Argentina 2001-2002
presented by Anandi

Thislast year - as| gart trying to explain you in my last report - their werelikeworking
at the front cabine of the Titanic ...but | am 4ill dive. Thanksto the hdp of S
Aurobindo and the Mother. No doubts, they gave me the strength and the how to grasp
the madt in this boat.

After so many years of working a the Secretary of Culture and Education, the only thing
is some free-lance work thet is not easy at dl...on top of that I’'m aone with amother
getting old who had a car accident ... but in the middle of the rough waves, some friends
help me and we could prepare Bhagd s vist giving workshops on Cdlular

Consciousness. W l-attended and received but, for the present economic Stuation, not
enough to cover thetotd cost. Anyway I'm hagppy to made that to happen. A lot of people
feding the Mother’ swork on her body and ther work on Evolution. We ve given TV and
radio programs and interviews. Thiswas dso reinforced for Workshops I’ ve been doing
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for thelast two years on “The Eternity Game’, abook of Medhananda based on S
Aurobindo and Mother's yoga This book has opened away to the Integrd Yogain
different groups of people. | fully recommend the use of this book asatoal for the
sadhana, and especidly to fadilitate kids and young people to get in contact with their
inner being and our yogain ajoyful and deep way.

On the other hand, | went on - asusud in thelagt 16 years — to give information and
helping people going to Indiato vist Auroville. Quite alot have been and enjoy that.

| ds0 have a grong push to work on Si Aurobindo and Mother’ s trandaions and avery
well known publisher has acogpted some Si Aurobindo’s selection and is going to come
up as“TheWisdom of Si Aurobindo” in avery nice collection. The Mother’soneis
reedy but they want to wait for Sri Aurobindo to be published firgt. At the present
moment I’'m working on "The wisdom of Native people from America (from North to
South), thisisared yoga aso.

The Stuation of the Titanic is nat better ...nobody knows what is going to hgppen, redly.
Thereistrouble on the sreet, hundreds of kids are dying DAILY because of hunger ... in
this country! 1! ? But dl that is somehow making people to be more open and understand
this moment under the light of Si Aurobindo’ sthoughts on Evolutionary criss. There are
alsosome loca prophecies and scientist’ s writings related with that.

I hope the world is going to learn from this hard Argentinean experience to find other
ways to share the Earth’ sgoods, that doesn't beongs to anyone but HER, and - in Si
Aurobindo’sidess - go, after akind of globalization towardsared HUMAN UNITY.

| have no doubts that my work isin AMERICA going on making to know - much more
than ever - theided of Auroville asanew way of Society, what | do not know isif I'm
going to be able to survive in this place.

amor , anandi

* *x %

AVI Liaison Audtralia 2001 - 2002
Dear Tine,
Sorry | have been away and just found your message.  Perhaps thiswon't reach on time.

Asfar asmy adtivities Thislagt year | have given some dide shows on Auroville, which
were well recaived. The last one was by invitation from the local Permaculture group. |



continue to offer advice to those interested in vigting Auroville. | have hosted quite a

few Aurovilians passng through and am dways happy to offer my home as atemporary
haven. | enjoy this ongoing connection with Auroville and intend to keep up my annud
vidtsthere. | receive quite afew requests for books of Sri Aurobindo, more this year than
ever before. At present Audtrdiais under avery oppressive government - it isindeed a
very sad Stuation here. We have to keep up aleve of dissent - much energy goesinto
this... I hope this meeting will be a successful and happy one and that great good emerges
fromit. | wish| could be there...

with love,

Jan Allenin Audrdia

* % %

AVI-liaison Austria 2001-2002

Dear Tine,

Thereisnot much going on in Augtria concerning Auroville

| am in contact with Arram, who lived in Auroville some time ago, and we want to
organize amedting in Audria We are dill in the beginning of our planningphase.

| cannot afford and don’t want to go to Cdiforniafor afew days, | don't fed asamember
of the jet-set-generation, and though | would like to meet dl of you, | sometimes think of
other ways of meeting, maybe viainternet, and give al the money we need for our
traveling expenses to Auroville. | think thet the money for aflight from Viennato
Cdifornia could be used for the landfund in away thet is more hdpful for Auroville than
thefact that | St together with you. | like the AVI-meetings, | have good memories about
the meetings | attended, and if the next meeting is somewhere, where | can go to by car |
will surely join you. Thisyear | will Say in Audria, | wish you afruitful meeting, and
besdes the inner contact | hope to stay in contact with you viaemail.

Namaste
Sylvia

* * %

Report from Liaison-Brazil (2001-2002)

Thisyear has been contributing with new qudities to the smal ways AV-liaison Brazil
joinsthe big picture of AVI1. The number of interested young people asking for
information viaemail has been increasing. The webpage in Portuguese (AVI Ste) has
something to do with that, | should say. In my academic career | have been ableto talk
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about Savitri and Sri Aurobindo, not as an expert but as someone who has been touched
by thetext. | do thisin my dasses and in the conferences | attend and where | present
papers. This happened in Sao Paulo last May and in London in June, and there are more
opportunities during the year. In January | was lucky enough to attend a conferencein
Chennal, which made it possble for meto vigt AV four years after | had left.
Unfortunately | only get permission for aleave of absence (and funding to travel) when |
attend a conference, which makesit impossible for me to join people in US this summer.
If dl goeswell, we may have an AVI meeting herein Brazil, so that amomentum is
cregted for young people (and not so young ones) who may aso be touched by AV. |
hope so.

Calos

AVI-Liaison Bulgaria

Report 2001-2002

Dear friends,

I'm feding alittle sad because of to the lack of chance to be with you thisyear and | wish
you to have great days and useful exchange of experience and thoughts. I'll be waiting for
acomprehengve tranamitting of the spirit and the aspects of the covered topics and idess,
online, for help of those of us who can't be with you in redlity.

For the lagt year, being apart of AV network, | got doser look and feding of whet are
AV and its people and dso alook of the link between Bulgariaand AV in the pagt. My
intentions were not to do yet any massive "propaganda’ of AV, before to get stronger
knowledge and feding of its energy and achievements.

The main accent was laid on developing our web Ste in Bulgarian language, where
detailed information is provided about AV itsdf, its history and nowadays, about how
one can bein touch with it. Tracking the visitors of the dite, | have impressions thet there
isan interest to AV pages and from the few people, whom I've met persondly; |
understood there is a nice interest and a good feding of it.

I've established contact with a nice lady, who was Culturd Attaché of Bulgariain Ddhi
in 80-es years. She has been in the Ashram and in Auroville severd times, with Madam
LudmilaZhivkovaand later with other Bulgarian intellectuas. Now sheisaboard

member of the Club "Friends of Indid’, with more than 500 registered members, most of
them intdlectuds and sudents. She told me about her worm impressons and memories
from that time in ashram and AV. My ideawas to find and meet people who have been



ever in AV and have fdt its energy, but | understood that most of them are not among us
dready. Meanwhile | understood dso, that in 80-es Ludmila Zhivkova, being a member
of the International Advisory Coundcil to the Government of India, together with Kireet
Joshi, had plans to organize trandation of Sii Aurohbindo's works in Bulgarian language. . .

| know that looking backward is not so productive, but it can give some links and some
idess.

The Club of Indias friends, together with the Embassy of Indiain Sofia, isa publisher of
an annud with meterids on India And dso they organize monthly meetings on Indias

culture and people, history and present.

When | was in researching of possibilities to have Ananda Reddy herein Bulgaria, | have
provided the dub with materids on AV and Ananda Reddy. So they readily decided to
dedicate one of their monthly meetings to Ananda Reddy's talk on Indian Culture and S
Aurobindo's vison on it. Looking redigicdly on our ability to invite A. Reddy herethis
summer, we decided to remit such meetings.

Now we have arequest from Indids friends Club to provide amaterid about AV for the
next year'sissue of their journd, and dso to give an evening on AV for the next sudy
year. Of course, if we have the strength to prepare a meeting, it will not be limited only to
the Indias friends Club.

Also | made contacts with professor from Sofia Univeraty, the Faculty of Indology, she
wasin AV as arepresentative of Bulgarian youth at the internationd youth' mesting in
AV in 80-es. Also she expressed willingness to organize a meeting with students.

Sill I know only 23 people here, who are living with Si Aurobindo and the Mother and
have closer interest to AV, not jugt from curiogty. So yet it's difficult to talk about
cgpacity for srong organizationd abilitieshere.

Being in touch with people who have an interest with AV and who are searching for
something different in life, | understood that young people haven't such greet effinity to
romantic ideds and dreams like years before, so they are looking for the redigtic results
and manifestations of AV experiment. Thisis the agpect that we would like to try to
present by meetings and video. To present not only what AV was and wantsto be, but
adso mainly what AV has achieved redly and what it can give and is giving to us, outsde
it.

After some kind of research of Bulgarian book market, which isin criss dso as other
fields of busness, | understood thet thereis an interest to a book from AV about the
Integral education. So in our plans for near future isto trandate and publish abook on
thistopic. And aso on other topics, step by Sep.

If I could suggest something, | think it's agood ideato have AVI meetings not only in

different countries every year, but dso in Auroville. Why not one summer somewherein
the world, next summer in AV. Thiswill help those of uswho are not ableto travel alot
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to keep direct contact with AV and to establish persond, business and working contacts
with Aurovilians, to be more frequently in the Heart.

Dear friends, I'd like to ask for dl kind of your feedback, your advice and idess,
suggestions and experience, which could help usto be morein tune as alink with AV.

At the end, let me share with you something thet is o inspiring:

“And if one day these ten o fifty could build asnglelittle pyramid of truth, whose every
gone has been laid with the right note, the right vibration, smple love, adear look and a
cal to the future, the whole city would actudly be built, because they would have built
the being of the future in themsalves. And perhaps the whole earth would find itself
changed by it, because there isonly one bodly...”

Saprem, On the Way to Supermanhood.

Love, Tdiana

AVI Bulgarialiason
e-mal: bulgaria@auroville-internaiond.org

From AVI-iason |lsrad
2001-2002

Dear Mauna, Tinel

| send Auroville best wishes for growth and development, for darity, integrity and joy of
credtivity!

| hope you are wdl!

| am trying to see if one of Yuvad & Annds friends can teke my place as AVI
representative in Isradl. | fed that at thispoint | can contribute very

little as | have previoudy told you. Hopefully either Yair or Wendy (you might have met
them or heard of them, asthey visted AV afew times) will be interested to

commit themsdves to be the AV representative here.

| am adways happy to tak to interested people, but besidesthat | lack

time & energy to further promote the godss, thusfed it istime for someone else

to take my place.

I'll keep you informed about further developments.

| hope to comefor avigt with my family sometimeto Auroville,



Best wishes,

Love
Dorith

* * *

AVI Network ITALY

AVI NETWORK ITALY ANNUAL REPORT 2001-2002

Dear AVI friends and Aurovilians gethered in the USA,

Frg of dl | want to say ciao to al of you and sorry for my absence from this year
mesting.

In the notes following you will understand why it was impossible for me to atend it.
Obvioudy I’'m with you with my heart and soul.

Before starting reporting the activities we organized this year in Italy supporting
Auroville devdopment, | would like to remind you why we call oursdves‘AVI Network
Itay’, aformulaadmog origind in the Auroville Internationa organizetion. It is because
we decided two years ago not to concentrate dl the Auroville supporting activities in one
spat, geographicaly spesking and organizationdly spesking. This means that during

these two years a network of Antennas was crested dl over Italy just to help the main
point (It was me...) to be redly effective in the work for Auroville. But | would liketo
explain better what the Antennas are, as some of you asked me before,

With the term Antennal mean a place, a yoga center, a cultural assocition, that givesits
willingness, its availahility, to be apoint of reference for those who are interested in
Auroville and want to know more about the city and its projects, for those who want to
meet each other and talk about that. It is dso a place in which you can buy info materias
(Videos, brochures, books, incense, CD Rom, music or whatever you want from Auroville
products) and have updated information.

Moreover, It's a place in which we can organize presentations, meetings, exhibitions, and
Promote conferences on the themes connected to some aspects of the city (integrd yoga
Coallective practice, ecologica solutions, sustainable devel opment, experimentsin
economy and so on). It isaso a place in which you can tak directly to personsthat are
drictly connected with the city, | mean to have face to face didogue, that seemsto be a
very important behaviour herein Italy, much more effective than email or web Ste
solutions (but we are working on them, our section on AVI Internationd Steis regularly
updated and we have an active Itdian newsgroup). Findly, the Antennaisaplacein
which you can make donations for Auroville projects directly in the hands of the
promoter of the center, looking him/her in the eyes, in an amaosphere and with afeding
of trust and confidence.

The antennas have their own autonomy in organizing adtivities, but in full coordination

and agreement with me and the other Antennas, and in accordance with the supervison



of theinternational umbrella of the board of AVI, to whom the entire project of the
network in its guiddines was proposed two years ago.

It'simportant to say that the promoters of the Antennas DO IT FOR FREE as a specid
kind of karmayoga and because they deeply believe in the Auroville project. On the
counterpart, they of course keep on promoting their own activities as yoga centers. About
this latest point, | would say thet the choose of the Antennas was not only a question of
my persond preferences, but a meditated process that saw the active participation of a
number of friends, most of them Aurovilians, like AnnaMaria, Marika, Luigi, Sauro, and
Maggi of the Ashram and of course other Itdian friends. The fact you have to congder, is
that those centers dready run this kind of work for Auroville snce along time and that

dl the personsin charge have been to Auroville a least once recently (but mostly they
have been there alot of times and for long periods). But they did it in atotdly
uncoordinated way and with a bounded, limited access to news, information, materids
and initiatives.

Now they are becoming the crossng points of ared network, non hierarchic and
horizontd in its shepe and development, with an increesing fadility in sharing

information and with much more effectiveness in answering the requedts of the
inhabitants of their local venue.

At the moment, the experiment includes 8 Antennas.
- Milan;

- Turin;;

- Sena; (Tuscany)

- Neaples;

- Rome;

- Bai ; (Puglia)

- Cosenza; (Cdabria)

- Marda (Sdly)

Now anew Antenna (the 9ht) is taking shape in Pesaro. The name of the promoters and
the addresses of the Antennas are online in our webste.

The briefing point isin Bergamo, where | live,

Another coordination point will be in Bologna, where Sauro indicated in common friends
the solution for legal and adminigrative support. We sill have to consider the legd
position of the Antennas, but Sauroisin Italy at thistime, so we look forward to solve
together this crucid point.

All the Antennas are dready members of a Newsgroup, they are subscribers of AV
Today, and sarted sdl info materias on Auroville. We are trandating alot of brochures
and planning to publish abook with al Mother’s sentences on Auroville, as the concrete
sgn of becoming, a dl practica purposes, an AVI center.

Please, condder we are in-to the process, trying to face whatever we encounter on the
path day by day. Asasgn of this, | tel you that not dl the Antennas are totally operative
at thistime, but I’'m sure you can understand the difficulties we are facing trying to make
this big endeavor works properly.



To have concrete examples about the functioning of this network, | want to tel with you
the initiatives AVI Network Italy promoted and how | was findly able to find a concrete

help by the Antennasin doing it.

- February 2002

20th Conference on Auroville in Florence, organized by Siena Antenng;

22-24th Nationd Darshan Mesting in Salsomaggiore, about Health and Beauty: the body
perfection in the Integral Yoga, speech on this topic regarding the Auroville experiment,
permanent exhibition. With the collaboration of ADITI (Itaian Association Integra

Y oga), Sena Antenna, Torino Antenna, Marsda Antenng;

- April 2002

24-28 thNationd Annud Darshan Meeting in Perugia, about The devotional path in the
Integral yoga, speech about the last Aurovilian year, news and projects, 200 dides
showing, video showing, and permanent exhibition. With the collaboration of ADITI,
Torino Antenna, Milano Antenna, Napoli Antenna, Roma Antenna.

- June 2002

8-9th Meeting with Ananda Reddy in Costa Serina (Bergamo), about The practice of
Integral Yoga, with references on the Auroville experiments. With the participation of
ADITI, Torino Antenna, Milano Antenna.

24-30 th Conference, dides showing and permanent Exhibition in Turin center dity, inthe
ITALINDIA summer event, with the collaboration of Turin Coundil, ADITI, Torino
Antenna

25-30 thAuroville Exhibition in Treviso, about Cities in Network for a sustainable
development and solidarity, with the European Community funding and with the
collaboration of the city Coundil

- July 2002

19-28 thAuroville Exhibition in Venice, Managing and Innovation of the city, with the
collaboration of the City Council and the Region Coundil.

20-28 th Auroville Exhibition in Mestre, aout Citiesin Network for a sustainable
devel opment and solidarity, with the European Community funding and with the
collaboration of the city Coundil;

In particular | want to stress the importance of these last 3 initiatives that see Sauro and
Luigi directly involved as promoters, lecturers and organizers. The mainfrane isthe
ASIA-URBS program that you aready know. Those events can give you the 9gn of the
qudlitative legp we are doing here in Italy regarding Auroville supporting activities. And
aso can explain why | was not able to be present among you in these days. ..

Ancther note isthat Sena Antennais going to publish the volume The Psychic Being,
Collected writings of Sri Aurobindo and the Mother, Italian trandation. It aso helped the



publication of Maggi’sbook The light that shone into the dark abyss, Itdian trandation.
It swith the precious advice of this Antenna that the volume Mother’s on Auroville,
[tdian trandation, will be edited.

A last note want to point out what a crucid presence was Ananda Reddy when he came
herein Ity last month. Ashe did in Germany lagt year, | think thet his push towards the
finding of the nationd Soul in the direction of nationd pavilion project was aterific

boost dso for Itdians. He will tell you better than me the particular aamaosphere of
collaboration he was surprised to found herein Italy between the different aspects of the
Itlian redlities connected to Auroville and Si Aurobindo e the Mother. And | think this
isavery important point on the way we have to go through. So thanksto him and to dll
the other friends are heping us in this endeavor, I'm sure we will succeed and in ashort
timewewill befindly ableto tak serioudy about the congruction of the Itdian Pavilion
in the Auroville Internationa zone.

| hope you find interegting the notes | posted to you for this annud report, comments and
suggestions are of course welcome. If you have any question or you need darification,
please ask me.

Ciao dao to ‘the dolphin’s meeting
Marco Ferrarini
manarada@spm.it

AVI Network ITALY

Per informazioni: http:/Amww.auroville-internationd.org ; emall: manarada@spm.it
Marco Ferrarini, td. 035.251587 ; cdl. 0338.4313907 ; fax 02.700412835

Per donazioni: Marco Farrarini cc Banco Posta 10074698

* * *

AVI liaison Kazakhstan
Report 2001-2002

Auroville Internationd liaison in Kazakhstan was opened in June 2001 &fter AVI
meeting in Saint Petersburg. Two people from Kazakhgtan, who visted Aurovillein
2000, took part in this mesting.

During this year we organized some (4-5) mestings in Adana (new capitol of
Kazakhgtan) with a group of people who are interested in Integrd Y ogaand Auroville.
We tdked about Auroville, it’slife, how to vigt Auroville, about AVI, new books on
Integral Y oga, which was trandated in Russan language recently and on other topics.
One man contacted AV liason Kazakhgtan by e-mail, which is avallable from
Auroville sweb ste. Once we tried to organize aregular ddivery of books on Integrd
Yogafrom “Aditi” (S.-Petersburg) to Astana and Karaganda cities, but we couldn’t do it
because of custom problems, expensive post fare and other reasons. Almogt dl this



literature is ddlivering now to Kazaekhgtan by different commercid channds and though it
increases the cogt of the books thisway is satisfactory to Kazakhstan' s reeders.

Generdly the Stuation with Integra Y ogain our country issmilar with Russan
one, because dmogt al educated people can read books in Russian language and the first
book by Satprem “Sri Aurobindo or Adventure of Consciousness’ came to Kazekhstan at
the sametime, in 1989-90. Since this time more than 20 works of Si Aurobindo, the
Mother and Satprem have been trandated and published. In different placesin
Kazakhstan for more than 10 years there are groups or individuas who are interested in
Integra Yogaor are practicing it, most of them aso know about Auroville. But thereis
not enough information on Auroville, because only few people can read Auroville sweb
gtein English.

We planed to organize one more meeting in Astanafor dl those interested in
Auroville after recelving dides of Auroville from German AVI.

Now we are preparing information about usfor AVI web ste. We are going to
paticipate in AVI network more active Snce one of us saysin Auroville and paticipate
in1Z work ether. We congder these two groups together as very closdy interrelated and
supportive to each other. In Kazakhstan we started to collect Kazakh music and literature
to be presented in Unity Pavilion later. The Russian Pavilion group is now preparing alot
of information about Aurovillein Russan where we d o paticipate. It will be very
hdpful for usto disseminate the information in Kazakhgtan. We know many peoplein
Kazakhgtan working in non-governmenta organizations that heard or read about
Auroville and asked us about it. We will send them information by emails. We dso
discussed the possihilities to fundraise money for development of 1Z and especidly for
presentation of materias about Kazakhstan higtory, culture, etc. in Auroville.

Severd people from Kazakhstan vigted Auroville this year, some other planning
to do it next year, now they are sudying English. One man from Kazakhstan has come to
Auroville to say and from the middle of June he is going to become a newcomer. Also he
will be a contact person for people from Kazakhstan who are interested in Auroville.

We wish dl participants of AVI meeting 2002 in Cdifornia successful work and
al the bedt.

Our emalls

yes kaisha@yahoo.com— Kaisha, Karaganda, Kazakhgtan
yes nurlan@yahoo.com— Nurlan, Karaganda, Kazakhstan
rudan_yes@yahoo.com — Rudan, Auroville, TN

* * *
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AVI Liaison Norway

Report 2001 - 2002
Dear Tine,

Not much to say about the activities of the Norwegian liason. I've had a couple

of enquiries which | have responded to the best of my &hility, usng the AV websteasa
source of reference. | wish that | had more time to engage in activities of support for
Auroville projects. But as | have the sole respongbility for the kids most of the time
nowadays which is aso astrain on my economy as it meansless time to work, 1've been
unable to find the surplus energy to do so. Thisis aso the reason why I'mnot there with
you, which | had very much hoped to be this yesr.

I'mtruly sorry about the late reply. My modemwas knocked out by lightening last
Tueday, S0 I've been offline for aweek before | could get areplacement for it this
mormning.

I may be kind of stuck here right now, but my Heart iswith you as dways, it's summer,
the sun is shining and everything is very good.

I hope dl isfine with you and wish you ajoyous experience.

Greetingsto All,
hens

Hans Krogsether hans-k@ado.onlineno

AVI liason Russa

Report 2001-2002

Like every other AVI-liason, our office “Aditi” in St. Petersburg continuesto give
information on Auroville and replies to specific requests as adaily routine, like how to
join Auroville or any other question. It is very important thet the people in Russahave a
direct partner / office available to them when they need to know something in regard to
Auroville or Si Aurobindo. This function is much more important in Russathan in the
US or in any other English-speaking country, because there one does't need any
trandations as everybody can vigt the webdgtes and get dl the needed information from
the internet. In Russiait is different. There are 30 smdl cirdles distributed in Russawho
get their books and information of Auroville/ Ashram from “Aditi” and who function in
their city / area as contact people for others.



Based on the initiative started on our last AVI meeting in . Petersburg, we created an
emal forum (akind of computer-newdetter). This magezineis cdled “Aditi News’ and
contains dl kinds of information from darshan messages to actud information from
Auroville. Every two weeks this Newdetter is sent out. We should idedlly continue these
Aditi News with the participation of Sergal and Andre in Auroville, who are the project
holders of the Russan pavilion — if bath would show more enthusasm it would be
hepful. But at least the Aditi News are up and about, and | believe the readers are very
interested.

In spring 2002 we purchased for the firgt time products from Maromafor sdein Russa
Formerly the container from Indiato St. Petersburg was filled with soldy Ashram
productsfor sdle, besdes dl the books. The Maroma products are sdling quite well, and

we plan to import more next time.

The PR-work for Auroville has not been pushed or planned, but Hill afew interesting
things have happened. For the firg time the Russian Ambassador to Indiain New Ddhi
has officaly acknowledged the project of Auroville in awel-wishing Ietter on the
occason of the foundation Sone laying of the Russan pavilion in February 2002. The
Russan consul from Madras even came to Auroville on invitation of the Russan
Ambassador and gave a speech during the ceremony in the Internationa Zone.

The main work of lagt year was of course the publications in Russan language.

1. The book “Writingsin Bengdi” was printed in St. Petershurg and dgtributed in the
Russan market. This book isapart of the collected works of Si Aurobindo and the
Mother.

Two volumes of the collected works of the Mother (of the “Entretiens’) have been
findized and are a the moment getting printed. Also these books are part of the collected
works of Sii Aurobindo and The Mather.

A compilation of texts of Si Aurobindo and the Mother has been printed in All India
Pressin Pondicherry (totaly 610 pages) and was shipped with a container to S.
Petersburg this January. This compilation contains parts of the most important works
(Synthesis, Life Divine, Letters on Y oga etc.) and could serve as an introduction or
summary for the Integra Y oga.

2000 copies of abooklet with texts of the Mother “On Education” have been printed and
were 0ld out within afew months.

Following books have been sold out and were re-printed:

- Upanishads (part of the collected works);

- Mother on Auroville (firgt publication 2000 copies, was sold out within 2 years)

- “The Way to Immortdity” — a compilation of works by Si Aurobindo and the Mother,
and the agenda. The firgt publication of 5000 copies sold out within 4 years



In the past year following publications have dmost been findized and will be printed
So0N:

- A trilogy congisting of the first chapters of three books (approx. 20 chapters):
Synthesis of Yoga, Life Divine, Letterson Yoga;

- Essays on the Gita (lmost reedy for print)

- Secrets of the Vedas (almost ready for printing as well)

2. Amongst new publications the sde of Russan books from “Aditi” and of originds
from Pondicherry is an important activity. | do not know how many thousands of books
of S Aurobindo are sold every year and how many followers of Si Aurobindo we are
serving with Russan books and English origind books. When abook is newly published,
we | one thousand copies within a very short time. Afterwards the sde adjustsitsdf to
an average sde per month. We have 3000 to 5000 reeders (I believe that there are a
minimum of 3 to 5 readers sharing one book) who buy each new publication, and perhaps
10,000 readers who read S Aurobindo amongst other Indian books.

To supply readers of Si Aurobindo in Russawith trandated and origind literature is
probably not such a spectacular point in the list of AVI-activities. In other countries this
activity is not being looked after by the AVI — organizations, and there is no necessity for
AVI liaisonsto take up this function. But in Russathere is a different Stuation. In nearly
al other countries (except may be Japan and China) the potentid reeders of Sri
Aurobindo are from an intdlectud dass, which knows English. So trandaions play
hardly abig rolein most of the countrieswhere AVI liasons exis. In Russavery few
people know English to an extent that they could reed abook of Sri Aurobindo or the
Mother in origind. And even if they could, it would not be available Soin Russathe
publication-work has to provide a base, without which an AVI-work would be
meaningless. Therefore we are putting alot of emphasis on the publicationrwork.

Emall: AVI-liason Russa S. Peterdburg  <agni @aditi.gpb.ru>



